
About Mr. Sagnon

“We are all born with almost the same faculties and 
inclinations; Education alone makes the difference of 

our virtues and our talents.” 
—Louis Marie de Lahaye de Cormenin

Education:
Master’s (MA) 

African History and Archeology 
University of Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso: 

March 2000

Bachelor’s (BA) 
African History and Archeology 

University of Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso: 
April 1996

Relevant Experience:
   I was born and raised in Burkina Faso, West 
Africa. Going to school was a privilege: Less than 
10 percent of the kids had the chance to attend 
school and I was one of these fortunate ones. 
I obtained my bachelor’s degree at The Univer-
sity of Ouagadougou then went to the Institut 
des Sciences de l’ Éducation for two years to be-
came a French and history teacher. While teach-
ing, I earned my master’s. I moved to the United 
States in 2003. I love to travel and to see the 
world. I also love reading, writing and fishing.

   Teaching is a very important in my fami-
ly. My mother was a teacher and four of my 
siblings are, too. In my native Burkina Faso, 
the illiteracy rate is very high (70 percent). 
Tens of thousands of kids are left behind.                                                                                                 
In college, I volunteered to teach evening 
classes for adults. Students, in their 40s and 
50s, came every evening just to learn how to 
read, write and count in French. It was a great 
pleasure being able to help and I decided to be 
a teacher.

Why do I teach?
   When I was a student in my native Africa, teachers made curricula to fit their own needs and not 
ours. As a result, less than 5 percent attended college and they were proud of it. Those who failed 
school weren’t stupid or unable to comprehend the basics of mathematics or physics. They failed 
because teachers failed to explain to them these basics. We were beaten, insulted, traumatized, 
just because we wanted to learn. When I became a teacher, I vowed to empower, to care and to 
find the “genius” in each student. Howard Gardner once wrote, “Each Person has the same capac-
ity of learning; the difference is how they learn.” I am teaching to make a difference. When one of 
my students fails, it’s my own failure.
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